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The War of 1812 is perhaps the United States’ least known conflict. Other than Andrew Jackson’s 1815
victory at New Orleans and Francis Scott Key’s poem “The Star-Spangled Banner” written in 1814 during
the British attack on Baltimore, most Americans know little about the country’s second major war. Its causes
are still debated by historians today. Great Britain’s impressment of American sailors, its seizure of
American ships on the high seas, and suspected British encouragement of Indian opposition to further
American settlement on the western frontier all contributed to America’s decision to declare war against
Great Britain in June 1812. None of these factors, however, adequately explain why Presi-dent James
Madison called for a war the country was ill-prepared to wage. Moreover, the war was quite unpopular from
the start. Many Federalists—chiefly in the New England states—opposed an armed conflict with Great
Britain, continued to trade with the British, and even met in convention to propose secession from the Union.
Some members of the president’s own Republican Party objected to the war’s inevitable costs and
questionable objectives, such as the conquest of Canada. To declare war was one thing, but to prosecute it
successfully was a different matter. Much of the story of the War of 1812 is about the unpreparedness of
America’s Army and Navy at the conflict’s outset, and the enormous difficulties the new nation faced in
raising troops, finding competent officers, and supplying its forces. Most of America’s military leaders were
inexperienced and performed poorly, particularly in the first two years of war. Only gradually did better
leaders rise to the top to command the more disciplined and well-trained units that America eventually
fielded. But despite costly initial setbacks, by the time the fighting stopped American arms had won key
victories at Chippewa, Lundy’s Lane, and New Orleans under excellent officers such as Winfield Scott,
Jacob Brown, and Andrew Jackson. Although the United States achieved few of its political objectives in the
War of 1812, its Regular Army emerged more professional, better led, and fit to take its place as the
foundation of America’s national defenses. I encourage all Army leaders and soldiers to read this pamphlet
and the others in our series of campaign pamphlets in commemoration of the bicentennial of the War of
1812. We can all profit from greater knowledge about the beginnings of our Army: an Army forged in
victory and defeat during what has often been called the second war of American independence.
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From reader reviews:

Cassandra Martin:

The publication untitled The U.S. Army Campaigns of the War of 1812: Defending a New Nation 1783-
1811 is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The U.S. Army
Campaigns of the War of 1812: Defending a New Nation 1783- 1811 from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

Sharon Doyle:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be read. The U.S. Army Campaigns of the War of 1812: Defending a New Nation 1783- 1811 can be
your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Bertha Wood:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide The U.S. Army Campaigns of the War of 1812: Defending a New Nation
1783- 1811 was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.

Allen Green:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The U.S. Army Campaigns of
the War of 1812: Defending a New Nation 1783- 1811 to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to start a book and study it. Beside that the guide The U.S. Army Campaigns of the War of 1812:
Defending a New Nation 1783- 1811 can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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