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From minding your Ps and Qs to wondering why X should mark the spot, Alphabetical is a book for
everyone who loves words and language. Whether it's how letters are arranged on keyboards or Viking
runes, textspeak or zip codes, this book will change the way you think about letters for ever. How on Earth
did we fix upon our twenty-six letters, what do they really mean, and how did we come to write them down
in the first place? Michael Rosen takes you on an unforgettable adventure through the history of the alphabet
in twenty-six vivid chapters, fizzing with personal anecdotes and fascinating facts. Starting with the
mysterious Phoenicians and how sounds first came to be written down, he races on to show how nonsense
poems work, pins down the strange story of OK, traces our seven lost letters and tackles the tyranny of
spelling, among many many other things. His heroes of the alphabet range from Edward Lear to Phyllis
Pearsall (the inventor of the A-Z), and from the two scribes of Beowulf to rappers. Each chapter takes on a
different subject - whether it's codes, umlauts or the writing of dictionaries. Rosen's enthusiasm for letters
positively leaps off the page, whether it's the story of his life told through the typewriters he's owned or a
chapter on jokes written in a string of gags and word games. So if you ever wondered why Hawaiian only
has a thirteen-letter alphabet, why X should mark the spot or became shorthand for Christmas or how exactly
to write down the sound of a wild raspberry, read on ...
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From reader reviews:

Kathi Adamo:

This Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story without we understand teach the one who reading it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells
a Story can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story
having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Lupe Ware:

The knowledge that you get from Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story is the more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having that Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story
instantly.

Nicholas Mishler:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Alphabetical: How
Every Letter Tells a Story suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Storyis the one of several books this
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

David Hosford:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a
Story e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Alphabetical: How Every
Letter Tells a Story as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that
can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one



more sixth sense.
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