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The Wind in the Willows is a classic of children's literature by Kenneth Grahame, first published in 1908.
Alternately slow moving and fast paced, it focuses on four anthropomorphised animal characters in a
pastoral version of England. The novel is notable for its mixture of mysticism, adventure, morality, and
camaraderie and celebrated for its evocation of the nature of the Thames valley.

In 1908 Grahame retired from his position as secretary of the Bank of England. He moved back to Cookham,
Berkshire, where he had been brought up and spent his time by the River Thames doing much as the animal
characters in his book do—namely, as one of the phrases from the book says, "simply messing about in
boats"—and wrote down the bed-time stories he had been telling his son Alistair.

In 1909, Theodore Roosevelt, then US president, wrote to Grahame to tell him that he had "read it and reread
it, and have come to accept the characters as old friends". The novel was in its thirty-first printing when
playwright A. A. Milne adapted a part of it for the stage as Toad of Toad Hall in 1929. In 2003, The Wind in
the Willows was listed at number 16 on the BBC's survey The Big Read

Mole has a sudden case of spring fever, gives up on his house-cleaning, and wanders in the fields and
meadows. He finds himself by a river (he has been such a stay-at-home that he has never seen it before) and
meets the Water Rat, who invites Mole into his boat, something else he has never seen before. "Believe me,
my young friend," Rat says dreamily, "there is nothing —absolutely nothing —half so much worth doing as
simply messing about in boats."

A world of friendships, the joy of carefree wandering, of picnicking, and playing has opened for Mole. Half
way through the book, the Mole, the Water Rat and the Badger go to Toad Hall to try to help their friend Mr.
Toad who has a bad habit of reckless driving. Toad has quite a few adventures. His irresponsible living and
extravagance lead to the loss of his home to the barbaric stouts and weasels. The four friends go to battle to
regain Toad Hall. The book ends with a banquet where all the friends rejoice at Toad’s return.
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From reader reviews:

Marcos Gorman:

The book The Wind in the Willows (Illustrated) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Wind in the Willows
(Illustrated) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a publication
The Wind in the Willows (Illustrated). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Stacey Smith:

The guide untitled The Wind in the Willows (Illustrated) is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write
the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get
the e-book of The Wind in the Willows (Illustrated) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

Jenni Roberts:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Wind in the Willows (Illustrated) was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Wind in the Willows (Illustrated) has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading in which.

Amber Tyson:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Wind in the Willows (Illustrated) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The Wind in the Willows
(Illustrated). You can more pleasing than now.
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