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In this exciting new book, Peter L. Bernstein, who chronicled the evolution of risk in his recent bestseller,
Against the Gods, tells the story of history's most coveted, celebrated, and inglorious asset: gold. From the
ancient fascinations of Moses and Midas through the modern convulsions caused by the gold standard and its
aftermath, gold has led many of its most eager and proud possessors to a bad end. Gold had them, rather than
the other way around. And while the same cycle of obsession and desperation may reverberate in today's
fast-moving, electronically-driven stock markets, the role of gold in shaping human history is the striking
feature of this tumultuous tale. Such is the power of gold. This fascinating account begins with the magical,
religious, and artistic qualities of gold and progresses to the invention of coinage, the transformation of gold
into money, and the gold standard. The more important gold becomes as money, the more loudly it speaks of
power--even more loudly than when it served as an entry to Heaven or a symbol of omnipotence. Ultimately,
the book confronts the future of gold in a world where it appears to have been relegated to the periphery of
global finance. From the Bible to the Gold Rush era to modern day Fort Knox and beyond, unforgettable
characters stride through these pages. Contemplate gold from the diverse perspectives of monarchs and
moneyers, potentates and politicians, men of legendary wealth and others of more plebeian beginnings; from
Asia Minor's King Croesus to Rome's noted speculator Crassus, to Byzantine emperors and humble miners,
Venice's Marco Polo and Spain's Francisco Pizarro, to Charlemagne and Charles de Gaulle, Richard I and
Richard Nixon, Isaac Newton and Winston Churchill, Britain's economists David Ricardo and John Maynard
Keynes, and Christopher Columbus and the Forty-Niners. Perhaps most remarkable are the frantic
speculators who pushed gold to $850.00 an ounce in 1980 just as their counterparts twenty years later drove
Internet stocks to exorbitant heights. Whether it is Egyptian pharaohs with depraved tastes, the luxury-mad
survivors of the Black Death, the Chinese inventor of paper money, the pirates on the Spanish Main, or the
hardnosed believers in the international gold standard like the United States' President Herbert Hoover, gold
has been the supreme possession. It has been an icon for greed and an emblem of rectitude, as well as a
vehicle for vanity and a badge of power that has shaped the destiny of humanity through the ages. As
Bernstein muses, "The joke is that nothing is as useless and useful all at the same time." Far more than a tale
of romantic myths, daring explorations, and the history of money and power struggles, The Power of Gold
suggests that the true significance of this infamous element may lie in the timeless passions it continues to
evoke, and what this reveals about ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Lavonne Ouellette:

The experience that you get from The Power of Gold: The History of an Obsession is a more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but The Power of Gold: The History of an Obsession giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular The Power
of Gold: The History of an Obsession instantly.

Mindy Munson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
get the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Power of Gold: The History of an Obsession as
your daily resource information.

Tamiko Harmon:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Power of Gold: The History of an
Obsession can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Mary Jacobs:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide The Power of Gold: The History of an Obsession was filled in relation to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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