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How have major civilizations of the last two millennia treated people who were attracted to their own sex? In
a narrative tour de force, Louis Crompton chronicles the lives and achievements of homosexual men and
women alongside a darker history of persecution, as he compares the Christian West with the cultures of
ancient Greece and Rome, Arab Spain, imperial China, and pre-Meiji Japan. Ancient Greek culture
celebrated same-sex love in history, literature, and art, making high claims for its moral influence. By
contrast, Jewish religious leaders in the sixth century B.C.E. branded male homosexuality as a capital offense
and, later, blamed it for the destruction of the biblical city of Sodom. When these two traditions collided in
Christian Rome during the late empire, the tragic repercussions were felt throughout Europe and the New
World. Louis Crompton traces Church-inspired mutilation, torture, and burning of “sodomites” in sixth-
century Byzantium, medieval France, Renaissance Italy, and in Spain under the Inquisition. But Protestant
authorities were equally committed to the execution of homosexuals in the Netherlands, Calvin’s Geneva,
and Georgian England. The root cause was religious superstition, abetted by political ambition and sheer
greed. Yet from this cauldron of fears and desires, homoerotic themes surfaced in the art of the Renaissance
masters?Donatello, Leonardo, Michelangelo, Sodoma, Cellini, and Caravaggio?often intertwined with
Christian motifs. Homosexuality also flourished in the court intrigues of Henry III of France, Queen
Christina of Sweden, James I and William III of England, Queen Anne, and Frederick the Great. Anti-
homosexual atrocities committed in the West contrast starkly with the more tolerant traditions of pre-modern
China and Japan, as revealed in poetry, fiction, and art and in the lives of emperors, shoguns, Buddhist
priests, scholars, and actors. In the samurai tradition of Japan, Crompton makes clear, the celebration of
same-sex love rivaled that of ancient Greece. Sweeping in scope, elegantly crafted, and lavishly illustrated,
Homosexuality and Civilization is a stunning exploration of a rich and terrible past.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question because
just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Homosexuality and Civilization
to read.

Kimberley Bailey:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Homosexuality and Civilization is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Ruth Hill:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Homosexuality and Civilization, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Mildred Kershner:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can see that
now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you is
Homosexuality and Civilization this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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