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The Civil War is the greatest trauma ever experienced by the American nation, a four-year paroxysm of
violence that left in its wake more than 600,000 dead, more than 2 million refugees, and the destruction (in
modern dollars) of more than $700 billion in property. The war also sparked some of the most heroic
moments in American history and enshrined a galaxy of American heroes. Above all, it permanently ended
the practice of slavery and proved, in an age of resurgent monarchies, that a liberal democracy could survive
the most frightful of challenges.

In Fateful Lightning, two-time Lincoln Prize-winning historian Allen C. Guelzo offers a marvelous portrait
of the Civil War and its era, covering not only the major figures and epic battles, but also politics, religion,
gender, race, diplomacy, and technology. And unlike other surveys of the Civil War era, it extends the
reader's vista to include the postwar Reconstruction period and discusses the modern-day legacy of the Civil
War in American literature and popular culture. Guelzo also puts the conflict in a global perspective,
underscoring Americans' acute sense of the vulnerability of their republic in a world of monarchies. He
examines the strategy, the tactics, and especially the logistics of the Civil War and brings the most recent
historical thinking to bear on emancipation, the presidency and the war powers, the blockade and
international law, and the role of intellectuals, North and South.

Written by a leading authority on our nation's most searing crisis, Fateful Lightning offers a vivid and
original account of an event whose echoes continue with Americans to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Daniele Vaugh:

Typically the book Fateful Lightning: A New History of the Civil War and Reconstruction will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Fateful Lightning: A New
History of the Civil War and Reconstruction is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Daniel McCullough:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book Fateful Lightning: A New History of the
Civil War and Reconstruction it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create
this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Rick Briones:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Fateful Lightning: A New History of the Civil War and
Reconstruction why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Teresa Spillman:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One
of the books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Fateful Lightning: A New History of the Civil
War and Reconstruction. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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