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A bravura performance!

"Vigorous, opinionated, and always entertaining, here is a personal essayist of great charm and sincerity.
Mitchell’s erudition?his collection of odd and illuminating bits of knowledge?is always a delight and adds a
sauce piquanteto the whole dish!" ?Edmund White

"...a literary work of real élan, vibrancy, and grace?the very qualities that in his view define the virtuoso.
[Mr. Mitchell explores] the traditional linking of musical and sexual virtuosity, the ethical implications of the
original instruments’ movement, the near deification of Mozart in Anglo-Saxon culture, and, in a particularly
witty section, the relationship of the virtuoso to his stool. Throughout, Mr. Mitchell's prose is humorous,
intimate, and unapologeticaly polemical." ?Cynthia Ozick

The artistic merit of performers with superior technique has long been almost ipso facto denied. At last,
Mark Mitchell launches a counterattack. In essays crackling with pianistic lore, Mitchell takes on topics such
as encores, prodigies, competitions, virtuosi in film and literature, and the erotics of musical performance.
Liszt, Horowitz, and Argerich share these pages with the eccentric Pachmann, Ervin Nyiregyh ("the skid-row
pianist"), and Liberace. The illustrations include rare portraits of long-forgotten girl prodigies, historic
concert programs, and stills from a lost 1927 film on Beethoven. Punctuating this celebration of personal
voice are vignettes, running from the beginnings of the author's obsession with the piano to the particularities
of concert-going in Italy (where he now lives).

Mark Mitchell's piano studies led to a friendship with Vladimir Horowitz and other pianistic luminaries.
With David Leavitt he co-authored Italian Pleasures and co-edited Pages Passed from Hand to Hand. He also
edited The Penguin Book of International Gay Writing.
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From reader reviews:

Connie King:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Virtuosi: A Defense and a (Sometimes Erotic) Celebration
of Great Pianists will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited
book with you?

William Keller:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Virtuosi: A Defense and a (Sometimes Erotic) Celebration of Great Pianists offer you a new experience in
looking at a book.

Larry Turner:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is Virtuosi: A Defense and a (Sometimes Erotic) Celebration of Great Pianists.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Ernestine Biggs:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Virtuosi: A Defense and a (Sometimes Erotic) Celebration of Great
Pianists can make you really feel more interested to read.
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