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The late 20th century saw a remarkable flourishing of philosophy in France. The work of French
philosophers is wide ranging, historically informed, often reaching out beyond the boundaries of philosophy;
they are public intellectuals, taken seriously as contributors to debates outside the academy. Gary Gutting
tells the story of the development of a distinctively French philosophy in the last four decades of the 20th
century. His aim is to arrive at an account of what it was to "do philosophy" in France, what this sort of
philosophizing was able to achieve, and how it differs from the analytic philosophy dominant in Anglophone
countries.

His initial focus is on the three most important philosophers who came to prominence in the 1960s: Michel
Foucault, Gilles Deleuze, and Jacques Derrida. He sets out the educational and cultural context of their work,
as a basis for a detailed treatment of how they formulated and began to carry out their philosophical projects
in the 1960s and 1970s. He gives a fresh assessment of their responses to the key influences of Hegel and
Heidegger, and the fraught relationship of the new generation to their father-figure Sartre. He concludes that
Foucault, Derrida, and Deleuze can all be seen as developing their fundamental philosophical stances out of
distinctive readings of Nietzsche. The second part of the book considers topics and philosophers that became
prominent in the 1980s and 1990s, such as the revival of ethics in Levinas, Derrida, and Foucault, the return
to phenomenology and its use to revive religious experience as a philosophical topic, and Alain Badiou's new
ontology of the event. Finally Gutting brings to the fore the meta-philosophical theme of the book, that
French philosophy since the 1960s has been primarily concerned with thinking the impossible.
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From reader reviews:

Jolie Browne:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Thinking the Impossible: French
Philosophy Since 1960 (The Oxford History of Philosophy) book because book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Leo Osborne:

This book untitled Thinking the Impossible: French Philosophy Since 1960 (The Oxford History of
Philosophy) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this book from your list.

Arthur Haynes:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Thinking the Impossible: French Philosophy
Since 1960 (The Oxford History of Philosophy) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside
or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jeff Brown:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Thinking the Impossible: French Philosophy
Since 1960 (The Oxford History of Philosophy) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book Thinking the Impossible: French Philosophy Since 1960 (The Oxford History of Philosophy)
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
that.
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