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This fascinating study examines the rise of American molecular biology to disciplinary dominance, focusing
on the period between 1930 and the elucidation of DNA structure in the mid 1950s. Research undertaken
during this period, with its focus on genetic structure and function, endowed scientists with then
unprecedented power over life. By viewing the new biology as both a scientific and cultural enterprise, Lily
E. Kay shows that the growth of molecular biology was a result of systematic efforts by key scientists and
their sponsors to direct the development of biological research toward a shared vision of science and society.
She analyzes the motivations and mechanisms empowering this vision by focusing on two key institutions:
Caltech and its sponsor, the Rockefeller Foundation. Her study explores a number of vital, sometimes
controversial topics, among them the role of private power centers in shaping scientific agenda, and the
political dimensions of "pure" research. It also advances a sobering argument: the cognitive and social
groundwork for genetic engineering and human genome projects was laid by the American architects of
molecular biology during these early decades of the project. This book will be of interest to molecular
biologists, historians, sociologists, and the general reader alike.
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From reader reviews:

Deloris Wagner:

The book The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New
Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology
(Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology) for being your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like start and read a book The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller
Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Ida Resler:

The publication with title The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of
the New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology) includes a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Jennifer Day:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Molecular
Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the
History and Philosophy of Biology) provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Jack Bemis:

This The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology
(Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology) is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Molecular Vision of
Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and



Philosophy of Biology) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book
type for your better life and knowledge.
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