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The United States is one of the most religious places on earth, but it is also a nation of shocking religious
illiteracy.

Only 10 percent of American teenagers can name all five major world religions and 15 percent cannot●

name any.
Nearly two-thirds of Americans believe that the Bible holds the answers to all or most of life's basic●

questions, yet only half of American adults can name even one of the four gospels and most Americans
cannot name the first book of the Bible.

Despite this lack of basic knowledge, politicians and pundits continue to root public policy arguments in
religious rhetoric whose meanings are missed—or misinterpreted—by the vast majority of Americans.

"We have a major civic problem on our hands," says religion scholar Stephen Prothero. He makes the
provocative case that to remedy this problem, we should return to teaching religion in the public schools.
Alongside "reading, writing, and arithmetic," religion ought to become the "Fourth R" of American
education.

Many believe that America's descent into religious illiteracy was the doing of activist judges and secularists
hell-bent on banishing religion from the public square. Prothero reveals that this is a profound
misunderstanding. "In one of the great ironies of American religious history," Prothero writes, "it was the
nation's most fervent people of faith who steered us down the road to religious illiteracy. Just how that
happened is one of the stories this book has to tell."

Prothero avoids the trap of religious relativism by addressing both the core tenets of the world's major
religions and the real differences among them. Complete with a dictionary of the key beliefs, characters, and
stories of Christianity, Islam, and other religions, Religious Literacy reveals what every American needs to
know in order to confront the domestic and foreign challenges facing this country today.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Bair:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this Religious Literacy: What
Every American Needs to Know--And Doesn't book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Catherine Lyons:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Religious Literacy: What Every American
Needs to Know--And Doesn't can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

Melissa Broussard:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Religious Literacy: What Every American
Needs to Know--And Doesn't as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Religious Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know--And Doesn't to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Carlos Tabor:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Religious Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know--And Doesn't we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love to
read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
with this book Religious Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know--And Doesn't. You can more
inviting than now.
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