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In Democracy Disfigured, Nadia Urbinati diagnoses the ills that beset the body politic in an age of hyper-
partisanship and media monopolies and offers a spirited defense of the messy compromises and contentious
outcomes that define democracy.

Urbinati identifies three types of democratic disfiguration: the unpolitical, the populist, and the
plebiscitarian. Each undermines a crucial division that a well-functioning democracy must preserve: the wall
separating the free forum of public opinion from the governmental institutions that enact the will of the
people. Unpolitical democracy delegitimizes political opinion in favor of expertise. Populist democracy
radically polarizes the public forum in which opinion is debated. And plebiscitary democracy overvalues the
aesthetic and nonrational aspects of opinion. For Urbinati, democracy entails a permanent struggle to make
visible the issues that citizens deem central to their lives. Opinion is thus a form of action as important as the
mechanisms that organize votes and mobilize decisions.

Urbinati focuses less on the overt enemies of democracy than on those who pose as its friends: technocrats
wedded to procedure, demagogues who make glib appeals to "the people," and media operatives who, given
their preference, would turn governance into a spectator sport and citizens into fans of opposing teams.
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From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Democracy Disfigured: Opinion,
Truth, and the People book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Helen McCormick:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the guide untitled Democracy Disfigured: Opinion, Truth, and the People can be good book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Lily Winstead:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Democracy Disfigured: Opinion,
Truth, and the People, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Frederick Cagle:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Democracy Disfigured: Opinion,
Truth, and the People or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Democracy Disfigured: Opinion, Truth, and the People to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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