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How should militaries think about social media as a factor in military operations? In this study I examine
recent Arab Spring scholarship, with a particular focus on the significant impact of social media on events in
Egypt in early 2011. Existing literature in this area centers on the ability of various social media platforms to
unite and inspire population masses, yet does not address the important effect of social media on military
forces responding to the revolution. This gap is exemplified by the general reluctance of military
practitioners to engage scholars with actual evidence from real-world events during times of conflict. In
response to these challenges, I offer the unique oral history of an Egyptian company commander who led
soldiers in Cairo’s Tahrir Square throughout several months of intensive security operations during the Arab
Spring. Through this descriptive study, I find that the prevalence of social media considerably affected the
Egyptian Army’s response to the massive popular uprising. To evaluate these findings, I propose a “social
media update” to Gene Sharp’s mechanisms of nonviolent change, analyzing the Egyptian Army’s counter
intuitive approach to the events of 2011 in light of an updated Sharp framework. I conclude that the Egyptian
Army’s experiences provide a tremendously useful example of how militaries may think about social media
as a factor in military operations. Finally, I argue that a written account of the Egyptian Army’s response to
social media is exactly the type of “policy-relevant scholarship” military practitioners must be willing to
produce in order to inform U.S. policy in a truly meaningful way.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

The book Social Media and the Arab Spring: How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the
Egyptian Army's Response to Revolution make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Social Media and the Arab Spring:
How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the Egyptian Army's Response to Revolution to be
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a
publication Social Media and the Arab Spring: How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the
Egyptian Army's Response to Revolution. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Edward Strode:

Here thing why this kind of Social Media and the Arab Spring: How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones
Changed the Egyptian Army's Response to Revolution are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Social Media and the Arab Spring: How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the
Egyptian Army's Response to Revolution giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Social Media and the Arab Spring: How
Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the Egyptian Army's Response to Revolution. It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or
even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe
the form of Social Media and the Arab Spring: How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the
Egyptian Army's Response to Revolution in e-book can be your choice.

Lyle Morales:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the guide untitled Social Media and the Arab Spring: How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones
Changed the Egyptian Army's Response to Revolution can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.



Duane Coley:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those publications have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book Social
Media and the Arab Spring: How Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the Egyptian Army's
Response to Revolution we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being
creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Social Media and the Arab Spring: How
Facebook, Twitter, and Camera Phones Changed the Egyptian Army's Response to Revolution. You can
more pleasing than now.
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