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America is a smuggler nation. Our long history of illicit imports has ranged from West Indies molasses and
Dutch gunpowder in the 18th century, to British industrial technologies and African slaves in the 19th
century, to French condoms and Canadian booze in the early 20th century, to Mexican workers and
Colombian cocaine in the modern era. Contraband capitalism, it turns out, has been an integral part of
American capitalism.

Providing a sweeping narrative history from colonial times to the present, Smuggler Nation is now available
in paperback to retell the story of America -- and of its engagement with its neighbors and the rest of the
world -- as a series of highly contentious battles over clandestine commerce. As Peter Andreas demonstrates
in this provocative and fascinating work, smuggling has played a pivotal and too often overlooked role in
America's birth, westward expansion, and economic development, while anti-smuggling campaigns have
dramatically enhanced the federal government's policing powers. The great irony, Andreas tells us, is that a
country that was born and grew up through smuggling is today the world's leading anti-smuggling crusader.

In tracing America's long and often tortuous relationship with the murky underworld of smuggling, Andreas
provides a much-needed antidote to today's hyperbolic depictions of out-of-control borders and growing
global crime threats. Urgent calls by politicians and pundits to regain control of the nation's borders suffer
from a severe case of historical amnesia, nostalgically implying that they were ever actually under control.
This is pure mythology, says Andreas. For better and for worse, America's borders have always been highly
porous.

Far from being a new and unprecedented danger to America, the illicit underside of globalization is actually
an old American tradition. As Andreas shows, it goes back not just decades but centuries. And its impact has
been decidedly double-edged, not only subverting U.S. laws but also helping to fuel America's evolution
from a remote British colony to the world's pre-eminent superpower.
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From reader reviews:

Cara Fultz:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their
can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this kind of Smuggler Nation: How Illicit Trade Made America to read.

Erin Marshall:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Smuggler Nation: How Illicit Trade Made America can be very good book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jason Faria:

Smuggler Nation: How Illicit Trade Made America can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Smuggler
Nation: How Illicit Trade Made America although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Steven Young:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Smuggler Nation: How Illicit Trade Made America when you required it?
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