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Unicorns, mermaids, dragons, and phoenixes may feel at home in fantasy literature, but references to these
and other mysterious creatures go back much further in history. The Bible, Talmud, and Midrash refer to
many such strange creatures. In this beautifully designed and richly illustrated book, Natan Slifkin, the
famed "zoo rabbi" and author of Seasons of Life, Nature's Song, and The Challenge of Creation, examines a
host of mythic and not so mythic creatures from both their Torah descriptions and modern zoological
research, giving us a new perspective on the interface between science, myth, and Torah thought. Greatly
expanding on a prior book, Mysterious Creatures, Rabbi Slifkin explores conflicts between the Talmud and
science in the context of Torah mysteries of zoology. The Talmud and Midrash discuss a wide range of
bizarre creatures, including mermaids, unicorns, griffins, dragons, sea-serpents and phoenixes, as well as
strange biological concepts such as spontaneous generation. Sacred Monsters discusses these cases in detail
and brings a range of different approaches for understanding them. It is an essential book for any student or
educator who has ever struggled with conflicts between the Talmud and science. Strikingly designed, and
including extraordinary photographs and illustrations, this is a truly stimulating work. The goal of this book
is not merely to persuade readers that the Talmud and Midrash are worthy of their interest. It is important to
discuss these creatures for the same reason that the Sages of the Talmud and Torah scholars throughout the
ages saw fit to discuss them &emdash; namely, that they are also part of Torah. Torah is not just about
history, religious ritual and laws of interpersonal conduct. It is an extremely broad field of study that
encompasses many different topics. Some areas of the Torah are more popular or more relevant than others,
but we should not neglect the others. The animals of this book are discussed in classical Jewish literature for
a variety of reasons. With some, such as the tachash, it is a matter of understanding the construction of the
Tabernacle. With others, such as the mermaid, the goal is to clarify a matter of law. And with yet others,
such as Leviathan, the point is to convey various theological messages. Furthermore, there is a particular
pressing need for a book of this nature. When people encounter references to such creatures in the Talmud,
they can be left with anything from gnawing questions to a severe crisis of faith. Did such creatures really
exist? Did the Sages of the Talmud really believe in such creatures? What are we to make of it? This book
studies the history of the various approaches that have traditionally been taken by Torah scholars in resolving
such issues.
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From reader reviews:

Alva Sexton:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Sacred Monsters? Maybe it
is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jason Norfleet:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Sacred Monsters will make you to
become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Ruth Davis:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for your requirements is Sacred Monsters this guide consist a lot of the information
in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study
when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Dave Arreola:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Sacred Monsters can give you a lot of
friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you
to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Sacred Monsters.
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