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"This compelling account of the Crusades era debunks the clash-of-civilizations paradigm in which the
period is typically cast... Catlos does not overlook the violence of the period but argues that it was stoked
more often by money and power than by religion and ideology."
The New Yorker (6 October 2014)

======
An in-depth portrait of the Crusades-era Mediterranean world, and a new understanding of the forces that
shaped it

In Infidel Kings and Unholy Warriors, the award-winning scholar Brian Catlos puts us on the ground in the
Mediterranean world of 1050-1200. We experience the sights and sounds of the region just as enlightened
Islamic empires and primitive Christendom began to contest it. We learn about the siege tactics, theological
disputes, and poetry of this enthralling time. And we see that people of different faiths coexisted far more
frequently than we are commonly told.
     Catlos's meticulous reconstruction of the era allows him to stunningly overturn our most basic assumption
about it: that it was defined by religious extremism. He brings to light many figures who were accepted as
rulers by their ostensible foes. Samuel B. Naghrilla, a self-proclaimed Jewish messiah, became the force
behind Muslim Granada. Bahram Pahlavuni, an Armenian Christian, wielded power in an Islamic caliphate.
And Philip of Mahdia, a Muslim eunuch, rose to admiral in the service of Roger II, the Christian "King of
Africa."
     What their lives reveal is that, then as now, politics were driven by a mix of self-interest, personality, and
ideology. Catlos draws a similar lesson from his stirring chapters on the early Crusades, arguing that the
notions of crusade and jihad were not causes of war but justifications. He imparts a crucial insight: the
violence of the past cannot be blamed primarily on religion.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Martin:

In other case, little folks like to read book Infidel Kings and Unholy Warriors: Faith, Power, and Violence in
the Age of Crusade and Jihad. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important any book Infidel Kings and Unholy Warriors: Faith, Power, and Violence in
the Age of Crusade and Jihad. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Al Fraire:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Infidel Kings and Unholy Warriors: Faith, Power, and Violence in the Age of
Crusade and Jihad can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Alice Navarro:

The book untitled Infidel Kings and Unholy Warriors: Faith, Power, and Violence in the Age of Crusade and
Jihad contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the
book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Ann Cason:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Infidel Kings and Unholy Warriors:
Faith, Power, and Violence in the Age of Crusade and Jihad.
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