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In George Washington Williams, John Hope Franklin reconstructs the life of the controversial, self-made
black intellectual who wrote the first history of African Americans in the United States. Awarded the
Clarence L. Holte Literary Prize, this book traces Franklin’s forty-year quest for Williams’s story, a story
largely lost to history until this volume was first published in 1985. The result, part biography and part social
history, is a unique consideration of a pioneering historian by his most distinguished successor.
Williams, who lived from 1849 to 1891, had a remarkable career as soldier, minister, journalist, lawyer,
politician, freelance diplomat, and African traveler, as well as a historian. While Franklin reveals the
accomplishments of this neglected figure and emphasizes the racism that curtailed Williams’s many talents,
he also highlights the personal weaknesses that damaged Williams’s relationships and career. Williams led
the way in presenting African American history accurately through the use of oral history and archival
research, sought to legitimize it as a field of historical study, and spoke out in support of an American Negro
Historical Society and as a critic of European imperialism in Africa. He also became erratic and faithless to
his family and creditors and died at the age of forty-one, destitute and alienated from family and friends.
George Washington Williams is nothing less than a classic biography of a brilliant though flawed individual
whose History of the Negro Race in America remains a landmark in African American history and American
intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can do
this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
guardería until university need this specific George Washington Williams: A Biography to read.

Stephen Stover:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take George Washington Williams: A
Biography as your daily resource information.

Ilene Cody:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be George Washington Williams: A Biography. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and
review this guide you can get many advantages.

Rigoberto Hamilton:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This e-book George Washington Williams: A Biography was filled concerning
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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