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Jean Guéhenno's Diary of the Dark Years, 1940-1945 is the most oft-quoted piece of testimony on life in
occupied France. A sharply observed record of day-to-day life under Nazi rule in Paris and a bitter
commentary on literary life in those years, it has also been called "a remarkable essay on courage and
cowardice" (Caroline Moorehead, Wall Street Journal). Here, David Ball provides not only the first English-
translation of this important historical document, but also the first ever annotated, corrected edition.

Guéhenno was a well-known political and cultural critic, left-wing but not communist, and
uncompromisingly anti-fascist. Unlike most French writers during the Occupation, he refused to pen a word
for a publishing industry under Nazi control. He expressed his intellectual, moral, and emotional resistance
in this diary: his shame at the Vichy government's collaboration with Nazi Germany, his contempt for its
falsely patriotic reactionary ideology, his outrage at its anti-Semitism and its vilification of the Republic it
had abolished, his horror at its increasingly savage repression and his disgust with his fellow intellectuals
who kept on blithely writing about art and culture as if the Occupation did not exist - not to mention those
who praised their new masters in prose and poetry. Also a teacher of French literature, he constantly
observed the young people he taught, sometimes saddened by their conformism but always passionately
trying to inspire them with the values of the French cultural tradition he loved. Guéhenno's diary often
includes his own reflections on the great texts he is teaching, instilling them with special meaning in the
context of the Occupation. Complete with meticulous notes and a biographical index, Ball's edition of
Guéhenno's epic diary offers readers a deeper understanding not only of the diarist's cultural allusions, but
also of the dramatic, historic events through which he lived.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Stewart:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Diary of the Dark Years, 1940-1944: Collaboration, Resistance,
and Daily Life in Occupied Paris. Try to the actual book Diary of the Dark Years, 1940-1944: Collaboration,
Resistance, and Daily Life in Occupied Paris as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book.
So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Julie Harris:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this particular Diary of the Dark Years, 1940-1944: Collaboration,
Resistance, and Daily Life in Occupied Paris to read.

Estela Gillard:

Diary of the Dark Years, 1940-1944: Collaboration, Resistance, and Daily Life in Occupied Paris can be one
of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Diary of the Dark Years, 1940-1944: Collaboration, Resistance, and Daily Life in
Occupied Paris nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could
drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

John Threadgill:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Diary of the Dark Years, 1940-1944:
Collaboration, Resistance, and Daily Life in Occupied Paris or even others sources were given information
for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to



include their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Diary of the Dark
Years, 1940-1944: Collaboration, Resistance, and Daily Life in Occupied Paris to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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