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Kabir was a great iconoclastic-mystic poet of fifteenth-century North India; his poems were composed
orally, written down by others in manuscripts and books, and transmitted through song. Scholars and
translators usually attend to written collections, but these present only a partial picture of the Kabir who has
remained vibrantly alive through the centuries mostly in oral forms. Entering the worlds of singers and
listeners in rural Madhya Pradesh, Bodies of Song combines ethnographic and textual study in exploring how
oral transmission and performance shape the content and interpretation of vernacular poetry in North India.
The book investigates textual scholars' study of oral-performative traditions in a milieu where texts move
simultaneously via oral, written, audio/video-recorded, and electronic pathways.

As texts and performances are always socially embedded, Linda Hess brings readers into the lives of those
who sing, hear, celebrate, revere, and dispute about Kabir. Bodies of Song is rich in stories of individuals and
families, villages and towns, religious and secular organizations, castes and communities. Dialogue between
religious/spiritual Kabir and social/political Kabir is a continuous theme throughout the book: ambiguously
located between Hindu and Muslim cultures, Kabir rejected religious identities, pretentions, and hypocrisies.
But even while satirizing the religious, he composed stunning poetry of religious experience and
psychological insight. A weaver by trade, Kabir also criticized caste and other inequalities and today serves
as an icon for Dalits and all who strive to remove caste prejudice and oppression.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Keegan:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Bodies of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions and
Performative Worlds in North India. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important some sort of book Bodies of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions and Performative
Worlds in North India. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kimberly Williams:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important usually. The book Bodies of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions and
Performative Worlds in North India was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Bodies of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions
and Performative Worlds in North India is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with the book Bodies of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions and Performative Worlds in North
India. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Annie Smith:

Bodies of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions and Performative Worlds in North India can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Bodies
of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions and Performative Worlds in North India nevertheless doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Raymond Floyd:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Bodies of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions
and Performative Worlds in North India is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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