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At the turn of the twenty-first century, the central question confronting Jewish leaders in America is simple:

Why be Jewish?

Jonathan D. Sarna, acclaimed scholar of American Judaism, believes that “Why be Jewish?” is the wrong
question. Judaism, he believes, is not so much a “why” as a way—a way of life, a way of marking time, a
way of relating to the environment, to human beings, to family, and to God. Judaism is experienced through
doing—doing things Jewish, doing things for fellow Jews in need, doing things as a Jew to improve the state
of the world. The more Judaism one does, the more one comes to appreciate what Judaism is.

Using the Jewish calendar as his starting point, Sarna reflects on the major themes of Jewish life as expressed
in a full year of holidays—from Passover in the spring to Purim eleven months later. Passover, for instance,
yields a discussion of freedom; Shavuot, a discussion of Torah; Yom Kippur, the role of the individual
within the Jewish community; Chanukah, issues of assimilation and anti-assimilation.

An essential brief introduction—or reintroduction—to the major practices of Jewish life as well as the many
complexities of the American Jewish experience, this book will be essential reading for American Jews and
the perfect gift for the holiday season.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Davis:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book A Time to Every Purpose: Letters to a Young Jew
seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The e-book A Time to Every Purpose: Letters to a Young Jew is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book A Time to Every Purpose:
Letters to a Young Jew. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Rose Davies:

The publication untitled A Time to Every Purpose: Letters to a Young Jew is the guide that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of A Time to Every Purpose: Letters to a Young Jew from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jeffrey Cooks:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the whole day to reading a book. The book A Time to Every Purpose: Letters to a Young Jew
it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
features high quality.

Frank Foushee:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Time to Every Purpose: Letters to
a Young Jew, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.
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