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In What Writing Does and How It Does It, editors Charles Bazerman and Paul Prior offer a sophisticated
introduction to methods for understanding, studying, and analyzing texts and writing practices. This
volume addresses a variety of approaches to analyzing texts, and considers the processes of writing,
exploring textual practices and their contexts, and examining what texts do and how texts mean rather than
what they mean. Included are traditional modes of analysis (rhetorical, literary, linguistic), as well as newer
modes, such as text and talk, genre and activity analysis, and intertextual analysis.

The chapters have been developed to provide answers to a specified set of questions, with each one offering:
*a preview of the chapter's content and purpose;
*an introduction to basic concepts, referring to key theoretical and research studies in the area;
*details on the types of data and questions for which the analysis is best used;
*examples from a wide-ranging group of texts, including educational materials, student writing, published
literature, and online and electronic media;
*one or more applied analyses, with a clear statement of procedures for analysis and illustrations of a
particular sample of data; and
*a brief summary, suggestions for additional readings, and a set of activities.

The side-by-side comparison of methods allows the reader to see the multi-dimensionality of writing,
facilitating selection of the best method for a particular research question.

The volume contributors are experts from linguistics, communication studies, rhetoric, literary analysis,
document design, sociolinguistics, education, ethnography, and cultural psychology, and each utilizes a
specific mode of text analysis. With its broad range of methodological examples, What Writing Does and
How It Does It is a unique and invaluable resource for advanced undergraduate and graduate students and for
researchers in education, composition, ESL and applied linguistics, communication, L1 and L2 learning,
print media, and electronic media. It will also be useful in all social sciences and humanities that place
importance on texts and textual practices, such as English, writing, and rhetoric.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

The guide with title What Writing Does and How It Does It: An Introduction to Analyzing Texts and Textual
Practices has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

Norman Eiland:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It
can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is actually What
Writing Does and How It Does It: An Introduction to Analyzing Texts and Textual Practices.

Nancy Deanda:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top
list in your reading list will be What Writing Does and How It Does It: An Introduction to Analyzing Texts
and Textual Practices. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Ida Resler:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book What Writing Does and How It
Does It: An Introduction to Analyzing Texts and Textual Practices to make your own reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book
to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be
1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the book What Writing Does and How
It Does It: An Introduction to Analyzing Texts and Textual Practices can to be your brand new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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