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From its beginning, despite its relatively small size, the Uniting Church has been convinced that it is a
Church with a public role to play in Australia. This new book - from a variety of theologies and disciplines -
is an important 'marker' of the Church's public role in Australia at the beginning of the twenty first century.

The study examines topics rarely discussed in denominational studies or by the authors of the standard texts
on Australian religious history. It deals honestly with themes that have newly emerged in the first decade of
the twenty first century. These include the distinctive nature of Uniting Church spirituality; the tension
between good management and theological faithfulness; the political involvement and ecological
engagement of Uniting Church people; the Church's extraordinary cross-cultural and inter-faith commitment;
and the rise of Progressive Christianity.

The book also deals with topics that have received renewed interest and sometimes heated debate in recent
years, including the weakening of the Church's commitment to ordained ministry, concerns over the Church's
softening attitude to scholarship; the reception of the Uniting Church's founding document, the Basis of
Union; controversy over Uniting Church schools; the complex place of the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander
Christian Congress, the Aboriginal wing of the Uniting Church; and the struggles faced by Evangelicals
within its life.

The contributors, both lay and ordained, represent a broad range of disciplines (theology, history, social
sciences, environmental studies, political science), bringing both scholarship and passion to their writing.
They are scholars and academics who write out of personal and practical experience, and include leading lay
scholars in the Uniting Church from Australia's most prestigious universities who offer fresh perspectives
from outside the Church's own formal structures.

Many of the chapters in An Informed Faith are supplemented with up-to-date data provided by The Uniting
Church in the New Millennium' national survey of Uniting Church clergy conducted by Rodney Smith and
William Emilsen in late 2013.

The book is essential reading for all members of the Uniting Church, and for people - students, academics,
leaders of other Christian Churches - who have a concern for the ministry and mission of the Uniting Church
in Australia. It offers rare glimpses into Australian religious, political, social, environmental and educational
history; and serves as an accurate witness of what is happening within the Uniting Church and many of the
other Churches in Australia in our time.
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From reader reviews:

Julius Montanez:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take An Informed Faith: The Uniting Church at the Beginning
of the 21st Century as the daily resource information.

Sharon Clayton:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
An Informed Faith: The Uniting Church at the Beginning of the 21st Century.

Bonnie Pace:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like An Informed Faith: The Uniting
Church at the Beginning of the 21st Century which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Wanda Collins:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this An Informed Faith: The Uniting Church at the Beginning of the 21st Century can make you
experience more interested to read.
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