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Orangutans swing from Kevlar-lined fire hoses. Giraffes feast on celebratory birthday cakes topped with
carrots instead of candles. Hi-tech dinosaur robots growl among steel trees, while owls watch animated
cartoons on old television sets. In American Zoo, sociologist David Grazian takes us on a safari through the
contemporary zoo, alive with its many contradictions and strange wonders.

Trading in his tweed jacket for a zoo uniform and a pair of muddy work boots, Grazian introduces us to
zookeepers and animal rights activists, parents and toddlers, and the other human primates that make up the
zoo's social world. He shows that in a major shift away from their unfortunate pasts, American zoos today
emphasize naturalistic exhibits teeming with lush and immersive landscapes, breeding programs for
endangered animals, and enrichment activities for their captive creatures. In doing so, zoos blur the
imaginary boundaries we regularly use to separate culture from nature, humans from animals, and
civilization from the wild. At the same time, zoos manage a wilderness of competing priorities--animal care,
education, scientific research, and recreation--all while attempting to serve as centers for conservation in the
wake of the current environmental and climate-change crisis. The world of the zoo reflects how we project
our own prejudices and desires onto the animal kingdom, and invest nature with meaning and sentiment.

A revealing portrayal of comic animals, delighted children, and feisty zookeepers, American Zoo is a
remarkable close-up exploration of a classic cultural attraction.
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From reader reviews:

Norma Lorentzen:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book American Zoo: A Sociological Safari has been
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication American Zoo: A Sociological Safari is not only giving you far more
new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book American Zoo: A Sociological Safari. You never
truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Benjamin King:

Here thing why that American Zoo: A Sociological Safari are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. American Zoo: A Sociological Safari giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with American Zoo: A Sociological
Safari. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in
the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of American Zoo: A Sociological Safari in e-book can be your choice.

Tamica Harris:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a guide. The book American Zoo: A Sociological Safari it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Jennifer Chambers:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love American Zoo: A
Sociological Safari, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.
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