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In nineteenth-century Eastern Europe, the Jewish-run tavern was often the center of leisure, hospitality,
business, and even religious festivities. This unusual situation came about because the nobles who owned
taverns throughout the formerly Polish lands believed that only Jews were sober enough to run taverns
profitably, a belief so ingrained as to endure even the rise of Hasidism's robust drinking culture. As liquor
became the region's boom industry, Jewish tavernkeepers became integral to both local economies and local
social life, presiding over Christian celebrations and dispensing advice, medical remedies and loans.
Nevertheless, reformers and government officials, blaming Jewish tavernkeepers for epidemic peasant
drunkenness, sought to drive Jews out of the liquor trade. Their efforts were particularly intense and
sustained in the Kingdom of Poland, a semi-autonomous province of the Russian empire that was often
treated as a laboratory for social and political change. Historians have assumed that this spelled the end of
the Polish Jewish liquor trade. However, newly discovered archival sources demonstrate that many nobles
helped their Jewish tavernkeepers evade fees, bans and expulsions by installing Christians as fronts for their
taverns. The result-a vast underground Jewish liquor trade-reflects an impressive level of local Polish-Jewish
co-existence that contrasts with the more familiar story of anti-Semitism and violence. By tapping into
sources that reveal the lives of everyday Jews and Christians in the Kingdom of Poland, Yankel's Tavern
transforms our understanding of the region during the tumultuous period of Polish uprisings and Jewish
mystical revival.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Wright:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Yankel's Tavern: Jews, Liquor,
and Life in the Kingdom of Poland will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Maria Gomez:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Yankel's Tavern: Jews, Liquor, and Life in the
Kingdom of Poland is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Armando Mosley:

This book untitled Yankel's Tavern: Jews, Liquor, and Life in the Kingdom of Poland to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Robert Ross:

Often the book Yankel's Tavern: Jews, Liquor, and Life in the Kingdom of Poland will bring that you the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Yankel's Tavern: Jews, Liquor, and Life in the
Kingdom of Poland is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.
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