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The four books of Dialogues of Saint Gregory the Great, "concerning the life and miracles of the Italian
Fathers and the eternity of souls," were written in 593, three years after his elevation to the papacy, at the
request of certain monks of his household. "My brethren who dwell familiarly with me," writes Gregory to
Maximianus, Bishop of Syracuse, "would have me by all means write something in brief fashion concerning
the miracles of the Fathers, which we have heard wrought in Italy. For this purpose I earnestly need the help
of your charity, that you should briefly inform me of all those which come back to your memory, or which
you have happened yourself to know. For I remember that you related certain things, which I have forgotten,
concerning the lord abbot Nonnosus, who lived near the lord Anastasius de Pentumis. I beseech you,
therefore, to put down this, and whatever others there are, in your letters, and forward them to me with
speed, unless you yourself are coming to me shortly." There is no other book that gives us so vivid a picture
of religious life in Italy during the sixth century: the century that witnessed the brief epoch of Gothic
domination the restoration of the imperial Byzantine power and finally the invasion of the Lombards, that
"barbarous and cruel nation," writes Gregory, which, "drawn as a sword out of a sheath," wrought such
unutterable havoc and devastation in the peninsula that many, with Bishop Redemptus, held verily that" the
end of all flesh was come." It is the century that closed the period of classical civilisation, and ushered in that
dreariest epoch in the history of mankind known as the Dark Ages. Inevitably, men turned from the spectacle
of a world "fraught with so many miseries and divers afflictions," to prepare in the solitude of the cloister for
the end which they deemed fast approaching, if it were not already come. They naturally sought eagerly to
grasp such phenomena as seemed to them miraculous, as visible signs that God had not utterly abandoned
His creation, and to find proofs that the soul, at least, was immortal, and might look forward to a better life
hereafter by forgiveness of injuries, and by offering herself up before death as a sacrifice to Him that had
made her. It is this that gives pathos even to the apparent triviality of some of the miracles that Gregory
records, and deeper significance to the note on which the work ends. Three great figures illumine the general
darkness of the sixth century in Italy: Boethius, the last philosopher of the classical world; Benedict, the
organiser of western monasticism; and Gregory himself, the chief agent in the building up of the medieval
ideal of the papacy.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Crawford:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their
can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Dialogues of Saint Gregory, surnamed the
Great: Pope of Rome & the First of to read.

Richard Stratton:

The particular book The Dialogues of Saint Gregory, surnamed the Great: Pope of Rome & the First of has a
lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

John McKeever:

The book untitled The Dialogues of Saint Gregory, surnamed the Great: Pope of Rome & the First of contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice examine.

John Hayes:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Dialogues of Saint Gregory,
surnamed the Great: Pope of Rome & the First of is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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