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"A major contribution to Florida and American architectural history. . . . Braden's exhaustive research and
excellent writing have brought the story of Flagler and Plant's hotel empires to vivid life."--Donald Curl,
Florida Atlantic University

"Through an impressive blending of images, architectural analysis, and cultural perspective, Braden
uncovers the multi-layered meaning of the Florida resort hotel."--Carroll Van West, Center for Historic
Preservation

As the rail barons who transformed Florida pushed their lines southward, they also created a string of resort
hotels to attract wealthy northerners with an appetite for balmy climates and luxurious accommodations.
Susan Braden tells the story of the magnificent pleasure palaces created by Plant and Flagler and the impact
of their conspicuous scale and opulence on the Florida wilderness.

Braden traces the enterprises that brought Plant and Flagler to Florida and then examines each of their hotels,
describing the architecture, how they physically functioned, and what they offered their guests in the way of
recreation and leisure.  From the Spanish Renaissance of St. Augustine's Ponce de Leon, to Georgian Revival
in Palm Beach's Royal Poinciana, to the Islamic Revival of the Tampa Bay Hotel and the Alpine ambience of
the nearby Belleview, her individual profiles of each hotel show how the builders mixed recognizable style
with physical and functional independence, and then capped both with an aura of blatant luxury on a scale
previously unknown in Florida. The hotels' creators, by catering to the newly realized needs and demands of
their affluent patrons, brought civilization to the frontier and established the legacy of tropical fantasy and
escape that endures in Florida to this day.    

Braden's research draws upon architectural plans and archival resources, as well as memoirs and accounts
written by Gilded Age visitors and employees, to re-create the experience of Florida's winter resorts. Floor
plans and abundant illustrations--many never before published--make this book a richly visual
documentation that will appeal to architectural historians, preservationists, and general readers curious about
Florida's pioneering tradition of exotic escape and the resplendent structures in which it was born.

Susan R. Braden is assistant professor of art history at Auburn University.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Neidig:

Here thing why that The Architecture of Leisure: The Florida Resort Hotels of Henry Flagler and Henry
Plant (Florida History and Culture) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The
Architecture of Leisure: The Florida Resort Hotels of Henry Flagler and Henry Plant (Florida History and
Culture) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no e-book that similar with The Architecture of Leisure: The Florida Resort Hotels of Henry Flagler
and Henry Plant (Florida History and Culture). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Architecture of Leisure: The Florida Resort Hotels of Henry
Flagler and Henry Plant (Florida History and Culture) in e-book can be your choice.

Gregg Spencer:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Architecture of Leisure: The Florida Resort Hotels of
Henry Flagler and Henry Plant (Florida History and Culture) as the daily resource information.

Gayle Skinner:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to reading
a e-book. The book The Architecture of Leisure: The Florida Resort Hotels of Henry Flagler and Henry Plant
(Florida History and Culture) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Clement Williams:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.



Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Architecture of Leisure:
The Florida Resort Hotels of Henry Flagler and Henry Plant (Florida History and Culture) which is obtaining
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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