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In March 1997, thirty-nine people in Rancho Santa Fe, California, ritually terminated their lives. To
outsiders, it was a mass suicide. To insiders, it was a graduation. This act was the culmination of over two
decades of spiritual and social development for the members of Heaven's Gate, a religious group focused on
transcending humanity and the Earth, and seeking salvation in the literal heavens on board a UFO. In this
fascinating overview, Benjamin Zeller not only explores the question of why the members of Heaven's Gate
committed ritual suicides, but interrogates the origin and evolution of the religion, its appeal, and its
practices. By tracking the development of the history, social structure, and worldview of Heaven's Gate,
Zeller draws out the ways in which the movement was both a reflection and a microcosm of larger American
culture. The group emerged out of engagement with Evangelical Christianity, the New Age movement,
science fiction and UFOs, and conspiracy theories, and it evolved in response to the religious quests of baby
boomers, new religions of the counterculture, and the narcissistic pessimism of the 1990s. Thus, Heaven's
Gate not only reflects the context of its environment, but also reveals how those forces interacted in the form
of a single religious body. In the only book-length study of Heaven's Gate, Zeller traces the roots of the
movement, examines its beliefs and practices, and tells the captivating story of the people of Heaven's Gate.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemary Taylor:

Here thing why this particular Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Heaven's Gate:
America's UFO Religion. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion in e-book can be your
option.

Karen Lheureux:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Heaven's Gate: America's
UFO Religion that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
could pick Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion become your own starter.

Steven Strong:

Beside this specific Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion in your phone, it could give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Heaven's Gate: America's UFO Religion because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from
right now!

Thelma Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Heaven's Gate:
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