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President Barack Obama’s mother, S. Ann Dunham, was an economic anthropologist and rural development
consultant who worked in several countries including Indonesia. Dunham received her doctorate in 1992.
She died in 1995, at the age of 52, before having the opportunity to revise her dissertation for publication, as
she had planned. Dunham’s dissertation adviser Alice G. Dewey and her fellow graduate student Nancy I.
Cooper undertook the revisions at the request of Dunham’s daughter, Maya Soetoro-Ng. The result is
Surviving against the Odds, a book based on Dunham’s research over a period of fourteen years among the
rural metalworkers of Java, the island home to nearly half Indonesia’s population. Surviving against the
Odds reflects Dunham’s commitment to helping small-scale village industries survive; her pragmatic, non-
ideological approach to research and problem solving; and her impressive command of history, economic
data, and development policy. Along with photographs of Dunham, the book includes many pictures taken
by her in Indonesia.

After Dunham married Lolo Soetoro in 1967, she and her six-year-old son, Barack Obama, moved from
Hawai‘i to Soetoro’s home in Jakarta, where Maya Soetoro was born three years later. Barack returned to
Hawai‘i to attend school in 1971. Dedicated to Dunham’s mother Madelyn, her adviser Alice, and “Barack
and Maya, who seldom complained when their mother was in the field,” Surviving against the Odds centers
on the metalworking industries in the Javanese village of Kajar. Focusing attention on the small rural
industries overlooked by many scholars, Dunham argued that wet-rice cultivation was not the only viable
economic activity in rural Southeast Asia.

Surviving against the Odds includes a preface by the editors, Alice G. Dewey and Nancy I. Cooper, and a
foreword by her daughter Maya Soetoro-Ng, each of which discusses Dunham and her career. In his
afterword, the anthropologist and Indonesianist Robert W. Hefner explores the content of Surviving against
the Odds, its relation to anthropology when it was researched and written, and its continuing relevance today.
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From reader reviews:

Andria Miguel:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Surviving Against the
Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia to read.

David Trudeau:

The ability that you get from Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia could be the more
deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
through anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Surviving Against
the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia instantly.

Peter Singleton:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get prior to. The Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia giving you yet
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Tommy Bowles:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Surviving Against the Odds:
Village Industry in Indonesia.
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