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Praise poetry is a mode of verbal celebration that is distinctly African - not uniquely African, for throughout
the ages and among all peoples, poetry has been uttered and written in tribute to singular existences. But in
Africa praising is ubiquitous, a cultural institution cutting across ethnic differences, and expressing a
profound humanism grounded in inter-relationships. All the poems in this book were originally
"performances". Some praises are of individuals, others are more concerned with the family or clan. Plants
and animals, even bicycles and trains are also addressed. Many praises are lively descriptions intended to
elicit from the subject some service to the human community. By paying close attention to the way these
praises present themselves as poetry on the printed page (rendering their imagery and rhythms as precisely as
possible in English while retaining their African idiom), and by annotating the poems to make their cultural
references intelligible, Dr Judith Gleason has brought traditional Africa into focus for the general reader, to
whom the continent remains all too dark and hazy. There is African humour in action, there is the delicacy
with which African poets have traditionally perceived the things of this world, there is the respect these poets
feel for themselves and for others there are the hopes and despairs all people live through on whatever
continent.
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From reader reviews:

Cesar Smith:

The book Leaf and Bone: African Praise-Poems give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Leaf and
Bone: African Praise-Poems to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and
read a book Leaf and Bone: African Praise-Poems. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

James Mendoza:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Leaf and Bone:
African Praise-Poems. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Kathryn Bowen:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled Leaf and Bone: African Praise-Poems can be fine book to read. May
be it can be best activity to you.

Tara Reynolds:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Leaf and Bone: African Praise-Poems why because the great cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.
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