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The practice of plural marriage, commonly known as polygamy, stirred intense controversy in postbellum
America until 1890, when the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints first officially abolished the
practice. Elder Northfield’s Home, published by A. Jennie Bartlett in 1882, is both a staunchly antipolygamy
novel and a call for the sentimental repatriation of polygamy’s victims. Her book traces the fate of a virtuous
and educated English immigrant woman, Marion Wescott, who marries a Mormon elder, Henry Northfield.
Shocked when her husband violates his promise not to take a second wife, Marion attempts to flee during the
night, toddler son in her arms and pulling her worldly possessions in his toy wagon. She returns to her
husband, however, and the balance of the novel traces the effects of polygamy on Marion, Henry, and their
children; their eventual rejection of plural marriage; and their return to a normal and healthy family structure.
 
Nicole Tonkovich’s critical introduction includes both historical contextualization and comments on selected
primary documents, providing a broader look at the general public’s reception of the practice of polygamy in
the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Rios:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Elder Northfield's
Home: or, Sacrificed on the Mormon Altar (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers)
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Elder
Northfield's Home: or, Sacrificed on the Mormon Altar (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women
Writers)is the main of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Ross Adams:

Typically the book Elder Northfield's Home: or, Sacrificed on the Mormon Altar (Legacies of Nineteenth-
Century American Women Writers) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Sheila Seim:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Elder Northfield's Home: or, Sacrificed on the Mormon Altar (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American
Women Writers) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Lloyd Gilbert:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Elder Northfield's Home: or, Sacrificed on the
Mormon Altar (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) can give you a lot of good
friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Elder Northfield's Home: or, Sacrificed on the Mormon
Altar (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers).
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