
The Voice of the Poor in the Middle Ages: An
Anthology of Documents from the Cairo Geniza
(Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient

to the Modern World)
Mark R. Cohen

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0691092710
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0691092710
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0691092710


The Voice of the Poor in the Middle Ages: An Anthology of
Documents from the Cairo Geniza (Jews, Christians, and
Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World)

Mark R. Cohen

The Voice of the Poor in the Middle Ages: An Anthology of Documents from the Cairo Geniza (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) Mark R. Cohen

They are voices that have been silent for centuries: those of captives and refugees, widows and orphans, the
blind and infirm, and the underclass of the "working poor." Now, for the first time, the voices of the poor in
the Middle Ages come to life in this moving book by historian Mark Cohen. A companion to Cohen's other
volume, Poverty and Charity in the Jewish Community of Medieval Egypt, the book presents more than
ninety letters, alms lists, donor lists, and other related documents from the Geniza, a hidden chamber for
discarded papers, situated inside a wall in a Cairo synagogue. Cohen has translated these documents,
providing the historical context for each.

In the past, most of what we knew of the poor in the Middle Ages came from records and observations
compiled by their literate social superiors, from tax collectors to the inquisitor's clerk, from criminal judges
to the benefactors of the helpless, from makers of Islamic waqf deeds to authors of Arabic chronicles, and in
Judaism, from Rabbis who wrote responsa to compilers of Jewish-law codes.

What distinguishes this book is that it contains the voices of the poor themselves, found in documents
heretofore largely ignored. Because an ancient custom in Judaism prohibited the destruction of pages of
sacred writing, the documents were preserved, largely unharmed, for as many as nine centuries.

The Voice of the Poor in the Middle Ages provides access to the attitudes and philanthropic activities of the
charitable, alongside the dramatic writings of the poor themselves, whether penned in their own hands or
dictated to a scribe or family member. The book also allows a rare glimpse into the women of the Middle
Ages, as well as into the world of private charity--an area long elusive to the medieval historian. For
researchers and students alike, this book will be an invaluable social history source for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

George Clark:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Voice of the Poor in the Middle
Ages: An Anthology of Documents from the Cairo Geniza (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient
to the Modern World) as your daily resource information.

Jill Lee:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Voice of the Poor
in the Middle Ages: An Anthology of Documents from the Cairo Geniza (Jews, Christians, and Muslims
from the Ancient to the Modern World) suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in
this era. The book untitled The Voice of the Poor in the Middle Ages: An Anthology of Documents from the
Cairo Geniza (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World)is the main of several
books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Wayne McKnight:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Voice of the Poor in the Middle Ages: An Anthology of Documents from the Cairo Geniza (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World), you are able to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Corey Cook:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled The



Voice of the Poor in the Middle Ages: An Anthology of Documents from the Cairo Geniza (Jews, Christians,
and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get ahead of. The The Voice of the Poor in the Middle Ages: An Anthology of Documents from
the Cairo Geniza (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) giving you a
different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better
life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?
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