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The ancient Near East is known as the "cradle of civilization"--and for good reason. Mesopotamia, Syria, and
Anatolia were home to an extraordinarily rich and successful culture. Indeed, it was a time and place of
earth-shaking changes for humankind: the beginnings of writing and law, kingship and bureaucracy,
diplomacy and state-sponsored warfare, mathematics and literature.

This Very Short Introduction offers a fascinating account of this momentous time in human history. The
three thousand years covered here--from around 3500 BCE, with the founding of the first Mesopotamian
cities, to the conquest of the Near East by the Persian king Cyrus the Great in 539 BCE-represent a period of
incredible innovation, from the invention of the wheel and the plow, to early achievements in astronomy,
law, and diplomacy. As historian Amanda Podany explores this era, she overturns the popular image of the
ancient world as a primitive, violent place. We discover that women had many rights and freedoms: they
could own property, run businesses, and represent themselves in court. Diplomats traveled between the
capital cities of major powers ensuring peace and friendship between the kings. Scribes and scholars studied
the stars and could predict eclipses and the movements of the planets.

Every chapter introduces the reader to a particular moment in ancient Near Eastern history, illuminating such
aspects as trade, religion, diplomacy, law, warfare, kingship, and agriculture. Each discussion focuses on
evidence provided in two or three cuneiform texts from that time. These documents, the cities in which they
were found, the people and gods named in them, the events they recount or reflect, all provide vivid
testimony of the era in which they were written.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Sherry Stevens:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions). Try to stumble through book The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Emilio Lutz:

This book untitled The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you
can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this guide from your list.

Shelia Lopez:

This The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is great publication for
you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Molly Maldonado:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Ancient Near East: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In various



other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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