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Simon Heffer's new book forms an ambitious exploration of the making of the Victorian age and the
Victorian mind.

Britain in the 1840s was a country wracked by poverty, unrest and uncertainty, where there were attempts to
assassinate the Queen and her prime minister, and the ruling class lived in fear of riot and revolution. By the
1880s it was a confident nation of progress and prosperity, transformed not just by industrialisation but by
new attitudes to politics, education, women and the working class. That it should have changed so radically
was very largely the work of an astonishingly dynamic and high-minded group of people – politicians and
philanthropists, writers and thinkers – who in a matter of decades fundamentally remade the country, its
institutions and its mindset, and laid the foundations for modern society.

It traces the evolution of British democracy and shows how early laissez-faire attitudes to the lot of the less
fortunate turned into campaigns to improve their lives and prospects. It analyses the birth of new attitudes to
education, religion and science. And it shows how even such aesthetic issues as taste in architecture were
swept in to broader debates about the direction that the country should take. In the process, Simon Heffer
looks at the lives and deeds of major politicians, from the devout and principled Gladstone to the
unscrupulous Disraeli; at the intellectual arguments that raged among writers and thinkers such as Matthew
Arnold, Thomas Carlyle, and Samuel Butler; and at the 'great projects' of the age, from the Great Exhibition
to the Albert Memorial. Drawing heavily on previously unpublished documents, he offers a superbly
nuanced insight into life in an extraordinary era, populated by extraordinary people – and how our forebears’
pursuit of perfection gave birth to modern Britain.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Sanchez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called High Minds: The Victorians
and the Birth of Modern Britain? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
other opinion?

Stephen Vancleave:

The book High Minds: The Victorians and the Birth of Modern Britain gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book High
Minds: The Victorians and the Birth of Modern Britain to be your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like open up and read a e-book High Minds: The Victorians and the Birth of Modern
Britain. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Robert Irizarry:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what one you should start with. This High Minds: The Victorians and the Birth of Modern
Britain is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Henry Woods:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book High Minds: The Victorians and the Birth of Modern Britain. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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