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Historians have long believed that Catholics were late and ambivalent supporters of the German nation.
Rebecca Ayako Bennette’s bold new interpretation demonstrates definitively that from the beginning in
1871, when Wilhelm I was proclaimed Kaiser of a unified Germany, Catholics were actively promoting a
German national identity for the new Reich.

In the years following unification, Germany was embroiled in a struggle to define the new nation. Otto von
Bismarck and his allies looked to establish Germany as a modern nation through emphasis on Protestantism
and military prowess. Many Catholics feared for their future when he launched the Kulturkampf, a program
to break the political and social power of German Catholicism. But these anti-Catholic policies did not
destroy Catholic hopes for the new Germany. Rather, they encouraged Catholics to develop an alternative to
the Protestant and liberal visions that dominated the political culture. Bennette’s reconstruction of Catholic
thought and politics sheds light on several aspects of German life. From her discovery of Catholics who
favored a more “feminine” alternative to Bismarckian militarism to her claim that anti-socialism, not anti-
Semitism, energized Catholic politics, Bennette’s work forces us to rethink much of what we know about
religion and national identity in late nineteenth-century Germany.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after
Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style.
You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The
Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) content conveys thinking easily
to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for
Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Tracy Painter:

The particular book Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification
(Harvard Historical Studies) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification
(Harvard Historical Studies) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Junior Price:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your current free
time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be
the publication untitled Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after
Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Pilar Porter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
also you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about
something by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually
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