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Huang's book analyzes the major Neo-Confucian philosophers from the eleventh to the sixteenth centuries.
Focusing on metaphysical, epistemological, and ethical philosophical issues, this study presents the historical
development of the Neo-Confucian school, an outgrowth of ancient Confucianism, and characterizes its
thought, background, and influence. Key concepts?for example ^Utai-ji (supreme ultimate), ^Uxin (mind),
and ^Uren (humanity)?as interpreted by each thinker are discussed in detail. Also examined are the two
major schools that developed during this period, Cheng-Zhu, School of Principle, and Lu-Wang, School of
Mind. These schools, despite different philosophical orientations, were convinced that their common goal, to
bring about a harmonious relationships between man and the universe and between man and man, could be
achieved through different ways of philosophizing. To understand the Chinese mind, it is necessary to
understand Neo-Confucianism as a reformation of early Confucianism.

This analytical presentation of major Neo-Confucian philosophers, from the eleventh to the sixteenth
centuries, examines Zhou Dun-yi (1017-1073), Shao Yong (1011-1077), Zhang Zai (1020-1077), Cheng Hao
(1032-1085), Cheng Yi (1033-1107), Zhu Xi (1130-1200), Lu Xiang-shan (1139-1193), and Wang Yang-
ming (1427-1529). With its focus on metaphysical, epistemological, and ethical philosophical issues,
Huang's study presents the historical development of the Neo-Confucian school, an outgrowth of ancient
Confucianism, and characterizes its thought, background, and influence. Key concepts?for example, ^Utai-ji
(supreme ultimate), ^Uxin (mind), and ^Uren (humanity)?as interpreted by each thinker are discussed in
detail. The two major schools that developed during these six centuries are examined as well. Lu-Wang,
School of Mind, developed in criticism of Cheng-Zhu, School of Principle. The two schools, despite
different approaches toward their philosophical pursuits, were convinced that their common goals, to bring
about harmonious relationships between man and the universe and between man and man, could be achieved
through different ways of philosophizing. To understand the Chinese mind, it is necessary to understand
Neo-Confucianism as a reformation of early Confucianism.

Scholars of Eastern religions and philosophy will appreciate the objective interpretations of each thinker's
philosophy, for which pertinent passages spoken by each man have been selected and translated by the
author from the original Chinese, and the comparisons of the Neo-Confucian philosophies with those of the
West. An introduction provides the historical background in which to study the rise of Neo-Confucianism.
The study is organized ehronologically and includes a glossary of terms and a bibliography which serves as a
helpful guide for further research.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Heisler:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Essentials of Neo-
Confucianism: Eight Major Philosophers of the Song and Ming Periods (Resources in Asian Philosophy and
Religion) book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Grace Seals:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Essentials of Neo-Confucianism: Eight Major Philosophers of the Song and Ming Periods (Resources in
Asian Philosophy and Religion) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The
Essentials of Neo-Confucianism: Eight Major Philosophers of the Song and Ming Periods (Resources in
Asian Philosophy and Religion) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts
but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Anna Bailey:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Essentials of Neo-Confucianism: Eight Major
Philosophers of the Song and Ming Periods (Resources in Asian Philosophy and Religion) why because the
great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Lola Kelly:

This Essentials of Neo-Confucianism: Eight Major Philosophers of the Song and Ming Periods (Resources in
Asian Philosophy and Religion) is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you
who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information
accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that



hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Essentials of Neo-
Confucianism: Eight Major Philosophers of the Song and Ming Periods (Resources in Asian Philosophy and
Religion) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?
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