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The story of viruses and humanity is a story of fear and ignorance, of grief and heartbreak, and of great
bravery and sacrifice. Michael Oldstone tells all these stories as he illuminates the history of the devastating
diseases that have tormented humanity, focusing mostly on the most famous viruses.
Oldstone begins with smallpox, polio, and measles. Nearly 300 million people were killed by smallpox in
this century alone and the author presents a vivid account of the long campaign to eradicate this lethal killer.
Oldstone then describes the fascinating viruses that have captured headlines in more recent years: Ebola,
Hantavirus, mad cow disease (a frightening illness made worse by government mishandling and secrecy),
and, of course, AIDS. And he tells us of the many scientists watching and waiting even now for the next
great plague, monitoring influenza strains to see whether the deadly variant from 1918--a viral strain that
killed over 20 million people in 1918-1919--will make a comeback. For this revised edition, Oldstone
includes discussions of new viruses like SARS, bird flu, virally caused cancers, chronic wasting disease, and
West Nile, and fully updates the original text with new findings on particular viruses.
Viruses, Plagues, and History paints a sweeping portrait of humanity's long-standing conflict with our
unseen viral enemies. Oldstone's book is a vivid history of a fascinating field, and a highly reliable dispatch
from an eminent researcher on the front line of this ongoing campaign.
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From reader reviews:

Gerri Townsend:

The book Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Viruses, Plagues, and
History: Past, Present and Future? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Molly Wilson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Viruses,
Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer
in this era. The particular book untitled Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Futureis the main
one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of
this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented
of the world in this book.

Lola Hernandez:

The book untitled Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future is the e-book that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future from the publisher to make
you much more enjoy free time.

Steven Simon:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and
Future as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future to make your spare time



considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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