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Upon its publication in 1845, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by
Himself became an immediate best-seller.

In addition to its far-reaching impact on the antislavery movement in the United States and abroad,
Douglass’s fugitive slave narrative won recognition for its literary excellence, which has since earned it a
place among the classics of nineteenth-century American autobiography. This Norton Critical Edition
reprints the 1845 first edition of Douglass’s compelling work.  Explanatory annotations accompany the text.

A rich selection of "Contexts" provides the reader with contemporary perspectives.  Included are the little-
known preface that Douglass wrote in 1846 for the second Irish edition; a public exchange of letters between
A. C. C. Thompson, a former slaveholder, and Douglass; three autobiographical portraits of Douglass's
parents; Douglass’s account of his escape from slavery, which he chose not to include in the 1845 Narrative;
samples of Douglass’s use of his slave experience in two of his most influential antislavery speeches; and
reminiscences by James Monroe Gregory and Elizabeth Cady Stanton of Douglass as both orator and friend.

"Criticism" collects six essential assessments of the Narrative’s historical and literary aspects, by William S.
McFeely, Peter Ripley, Robert B. Stepto, William L. Andrews, Houston A. Baker, Jr., and Deborah E.
McDowell. A Chronology and a Selected Bibliography are included.
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From reader reviews:

Rene Defeo:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself (Norton Critical Editions) book as beginning
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Paul Ring:

Here thing why this kind of Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by
Himself (Norton Critical Editions) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Narrative of the
Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself (Norton Critical Editions) giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself (Norton Critical
Editions). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself (Norton
Critical Editions) in e-book can be your substitute.

Wendy Lambert:

The publication with title Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by
Himself (Norton Critical Editions) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot
of help after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Samantha Graham:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass,
an American Slave, Written by Himself (Norton Critical Editions) was colorful and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written
by Himself (Norton Critical Editions) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not



at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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