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Rich with illustrations, this revised and updated second edition of  Dress Codes systematically analyzes the
meaning and relevance of clothing in American culture. Presented here is an up-to-date analysis of images of
power and authority, gender, seduction (the sexy look, the alluring look, the glamorous look, the vulnerable
look), wealth and beauty, youth and health, and leisure and political hierarchy. Taken together, the chapters
offer to the student and the general reader a complete "semiotics of clothing" in a form that is highly
readable, very entertaining, and thoroughly informative. The illustrations provide fascinating glimpses into
the history of American fashion and clothing-along with their antecedents in Europe-as well as a fine
collection of images from the more familiar world of contemporary America.Rubinstein has identified six
distinct categories of dress in American society, upon which Dress Codes is based. "Clothing signs" were
instituted by those in authority, have one meaning, indicate behavior, and are required attire (police
uniforms, or the clothing of ministers and priests); “clothing symbols," on the other hand, reflect the
achievement of cultural values—wealth, beauty, you and health. The wearing of clothing symbols—designer
clothing or jewelry—may have several meanings; ‘clothing tie-signs,” which are specific types of clothing
that indicate membership in a community outside mainstream culture (Hasidic, Amish, or Hare Krishna
attire). They were instituted by those in authority, have one meaning, they indicate expected behavior, and
are required attire; “clothing tie symbols” emanate from hopes, fears, and dreams of particular groups. They
include trendy styles such as hip-hop, hippie, and gothic. Another category, “contemporary fashion,” reflects
consumer sentiments and the political and economic forces of the period. “Personal dress,” refers to the "I"
component we bring in when dressing the public self (bowtie, dramatic, or artistic attire). Many of these
images have their roots in the “collective memory” of western society. Written in a lively and entertaining
style,Dress Codes will fascinate both general readers and students interested in the history of fashion and
costume, fashion design, human development, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Edmond Pounds:

Here thing why this particular Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American Culture are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in
American Culture giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no e-book that similar with Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American Culture. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even
in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form
of Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American Culture in e-book can be your choice.

Dominique Rigney:

This Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American Culture are reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American
Culture can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food
but feed you with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American Culture giving you an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Beth Johnson:

The book Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American Culture will bring that you the new experience
of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book
to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American
Culture is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Joseph Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Dress Codes: Meanings and
Messages in American Culture.
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