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Acclaimed author Lauren Slater ruminates on what it means to be family.

Lauren Slater’s rocky childhood left her cold to the idea of ever creating a family of her own, but a husband,
two dogs, two children, and three houses later, she came around to the challenges, trials, and unexpected
rewards of playing house. In these autobiographical pieces, Slater presents snapshots of domestic life,
populating them with the gritty details and jarring realities of sharing home, life, and body in the curious
institution called “family.” She asks difficult questions and probes unsettling truths about sex, love, and
parenting. In these pages, Slater introduces us to her struggles with her mother, her determination to make a
home of her own, her compromises in deciding to marry (her conflicts manifesting as an affair on the eve of
her wedding), her initial struggle to connect with her newborn child, and the dilemmas of mothering with a
mental illness. She writes openly about her decision to abort her second pregnancy and her later decision to
have a second child after all. She tells us about the searing decision to have elective double mastectomy and
how her love for her husband was magically rekindled after she saw him catch fire in a chemical accident.

It’s not all mastectomies and chemical fires, though. Slater digs into the everyday challenges of family
living, from buying a lemon of a car and fighting back menacing weeds to gaining weight and being jealous
of the nanny. Beautifully written, often humorous, and always revealing, these stories scrutinize the complex
questions surrounding family life, offering up sometimes uncomfortable truths.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Elam:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Playing House: Notes of a
Reluctant Mother, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified
as reading friends.

Juan Elam:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Playing House: Notes
of a Reluctant Mother which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Yvette Barstow:

You will get this Playing House: Notes of a Reluctant Mother by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing
or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book.
In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Erica Futch:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Playing House: Notes of a Reluctant Mother can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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