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Elleanor Eldridge, born of African and US indigenous descent in 1794, operated a lucrative domestic
services business in nineteenth century Providence, Rhode Island. In defiance of her gender and racial
background, she purchased land and built rental property from the wealth she gained as a business owner. In
the 1830s, Eldridge was defrauded of her property by a white lender. In a series of common court cases as
alternately defendant and plaintiff, she managed to recover it through the Rhode Island judicial system. In
order to raise funds to carry out this litigation, her memoir, which includes statements from employers
endorsing her respectable character, was published in 1838. Frances Harriet Whipple, an aspiring white
writer in Rhode Island, narrated and co-authored Eldridge’s story, expressing a proto-feminist outrage at the
male “extortioners” who caused Eldridge’s loss and distress.
 
With the rarity of Eldridge’s material achievements aside, Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge forms an
exceptional antebellum biography, chronicling Eldridge’s life from her birth through the first publication of
almost yearly editions of the text between 1838 and 1847. Because of Eldridge’s exceptional life as a
freeborn woman of color entrepreneur, it constitutes a counter-narrative to slave narratives of early 19th-
century New England, changing the literary landscape of conventional American Renaissance studies and
interpretations of American Transcendentalism.
With an introduction by Joycelyn K. Moody, this new edition contextualizes the extraordinary life of
Elleanor Eldridge—from her acquisition of wealth and property to the publication of her biography and her
legal struggles to regain stolen property. Because of her mixed-race identity, relative wealth, local and
regional renown, and her efficacy in establishing a collective of white women patrons, this biography
challenges typical African and indigenous women’s literary production of the early national period and
resituates Elleanor Eldridge as an important cultural and historical figure of the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Brewster:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge
(Regenerations) will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Wilma Richards:

The book Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge (Regenerations) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Memoirs of Elleanor
Eldridge (Regenerations)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Memoirs of
Elleanor Eldridge (Regenerations) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

April Hanson:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge
(Regenerations) is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Gene Conley:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge (Regenerations) can make you
sense more interested to read.
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