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American historians such as Frederick Jackson Turner have argued that the West has been the region that
most clearly defines American democracy and the national ethos. Throughout the twentieth century, the
"frontier thesis" influenced film and television producers who used the West as a backdrop for an array of
dramatic explorations of America's history and the evolution of its culture and values. The common themes
found in Westerns distinguish the genre as a quintessentially American form of dramatic art. In Hollywood's
West, Peter C. Rollins, John E. O'Connor, and the nation's leading film scholars analyze popular conceptions
of the frontier as a fundamental element of American history and culture. This volume examines classic
Western films and programs that span nearly a century, from Cimarron (1931) to Turner Network
Television's recent made-for-TV movies. Many of the films discussed here are considered among the
greatest cinematic landmarks of all time. The essays highlight the ways in which Westerns have both shaped
and reflected the dominant social and political concerns of their respective eras. While Cimarron challenged
audiences with an innovative, complex narrative, other Westerns of the early sound era such as The Great
Meadow (1931) frequently presented nostalgic visions of a simpler frontier era as a temporary diversion
from the hardships of the Great Depression. Westerns of the 1950s reveal the profound uncertainty cast by
the cold war, whereas later Westerns display heightened violence and cynicism, products of a society marred
by wars, assassinations, riots, and political scandals. The volume concludes with a comprehensive
filmography and an informative bibliography of scholarly writings on the Western genre. This collection will
prove useful to film scholars, historians, and both devoted and casual fans of the Western genre. Hollywood's
West makes a significant contribution to the understanding of both the historic American frontier and its
innumerable popular representations.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Hollywood's West: The
American Frontier in Film, Television, and History will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading
the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Geneva Richardson:

The book Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a
good thing like a book Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History? A
number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Hollywood's West:
The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History has simple shape however you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

David McMillian:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History.

Cassandra Harvey:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television,
and History why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not



disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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