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In the early 1950s fisherfolk and other villagers around Minamata Bay on the western coast of Kyushu,
Japan, began to suffer from mysterious and often fatal symptoms of what came to be known as Minamata
disease. It was not until 1968 that the government acknowledged its cause?organic mercury poisoning from
effluent released by Chisso Corporation, a chemical manufacturer and the largest employer in the Japanese
city for which the disease was named. For decades the company denied responsibility and was joined by the
Japanese government in its attempt to cover up the problem despite lawsuits and political protests.

In this compelling oral history, Ogata Masato, fisherman and Minamata disease sufferer, tells of the
devastation of methyl mercury poisoning. Spanning fifty years, his story describes the impact of industrial
pollution on his own life, on his extended family, and on the fishing culture of the Shiranui Sea. A one-time
leader of Minamata disease patients seeking certification and compensation, Masato breaks away to follow
his personal path to redemption.

Masato's story begins with the vibrant village of his childhood and culminates with the possibility of return,
if not to one's birthplace, then to a spiritual community, to a consciousness that we owe our existence to the
web of interrelationships that constitute life. When we turn full circle, explains Masato, we find ourselves
again at the water's edge, a place where all life gathers. This is the launching point for "Tokoyo," boat of the
Eternal World-a world defined at once by the past, present and future; a state of mind in which we are
responsible not only for our own actions but for those of our society and our species. Masato's story, larger
than any one man or one incident, raises questions we must all consider as beneficiaries of modern industry
and technology.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Sala:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata
Fisherman (Asian Voices) can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Daphne Shew:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian
Voices) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here
is why this book ideal all of you.

Brian Smith:

Beside this specific Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a
Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
often have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Ron Taylor:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of
a Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even



students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian
Voices) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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