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Catching the Torch examines contemporary novels and plays written about Canada’s participation in World
War I. Exploring such works as Jane Urquhart’s The Underpainter and The Stone Carvers, Jack Hodgins’s
Broken Ground, Kevin Kerr’s Unity (1918), Stephen Massicotte’s Mary’s Wedding, and Frances Itani’s
Deafening, the book considers how writers have dealt with the compelling myth that the Canadian nation
was born in the trenches of the Great War.

In contrast to British and European remembrances of WWI, which tend to regard it as a cataclysmic
destroyer of innocence, or Australian myths that promote an ideal of outsize masculinity, physical bravery,
and white superiority, contemporary Canadian texts conjure up notions of distinctively Canadian values:
tolerance of ethnic difference, the ability to do one’s duty without complaint or arrogance, and the inclination
to show moral as well as physical courage. Paradoxically, Canadians are shown to decry the horrors of war
while making use of its productive cultural effects.

Through a close analysis of the way sacrifice, service, and the commemoration of war are represented in
these literary works, Catching the Torch argues that iterations of a secure mythic notion of national identity,
one that is articulated via the representation of straightforward civic and military participation, work to
counter current anxieties about the stability of the nation-state, in particular anxieties about the failure of the
ideal of a national “character.”
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Salas:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Catching the Torch: Contemporary Canadian Literary Responses to
World War I. Try to make book Catching the Torch: Contemporary Canadian Literary Responses to World
War I as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Joan Cross:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Catching the Torch:
Contemporary Canadian Literary Responses to World War I book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Diane Reid:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Catching the Torch: Contemporary Canadian Literary Responses to World War I, you are able to
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a book.

Alan Durham:

Beside that Catching the Torch: Contemporary Canadian Literary Responses to World War I in your phone,
it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Catching the Torch: Contemporary Canadian Literary Responses to
World War I because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you



rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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