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Women and Gender in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium, by Ya-chen Chen, is an
excavation of underexposed gender issues focusing mainly on contradictory and troubled feminism in the
film narratives. In the cinematic world of martial arts films, one can easily find representations of women of
Ancient China released from the constraints of patriarchal social order to revel in a dreamlike space of their
own. They can develop themselves, protect themselves, and even defeat or conquer men. This world not only
frees women from the convention of foot-binding, but it also "unbinds" them in terms of education, critical
thinking, talent, ambition, opportunities to socialize with different men, and the freedom or right to both
choose their spouse and decide their own fate. Chen calls this phenomenon "Chinese cinematic martial arts
feminism."

The liberation is never sustaining or complete, however; Chen reveals the presence of a glass ceiling marking
the maximal exercise of feminism and women's rights which the patriarchal order is willing to accept. As
such, these films are not to be seen as celebrations of feminist liberation, but as enunciations of the
patriarchal authority that suffuses "Chinese cinematic martial arts feminism." The film narratives under
examination include Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (directed by Ang Lee); Hero (Zhang Yimou); House
of the Flying Daggers (Zhang Yimou); Seven Swords (Tsui Hark); The Promise (Chen Kaige); The Banquet
(Feng Xiaogang); and Curst of the Golden Flower (Zhang Yimou). Chen also touches upon the plots of two
of the earliest award-winning Chinese martial arts films, A Touch of Zen and Legend of the Mountain, both
directed by King Hu.
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From reader reviews:

John Charles:

The book Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender
Politics can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
best thing like a book Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and
Gender Politics? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Women in
Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jamie Gregory:

This Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics
is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal
with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage
word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium:
Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right
but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt which?

Kellie Stephens:

Beside this specific Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and
Gender Politics in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of
the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from
currently!

Debra McGregor:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even



make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium:
Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics can make you feel more interested to read.
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