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Witchcraft is a subject that fascinates us all. Indeed, from childhood most of us develop some mental image
of a witch--usually an old woman, mysterious and malignant. But why do witches still feature so heavily in
our cultures and consciousness? From Halloween superstitions to literary references such as Faust and, of
course, Harry Potter, witches seem ever-present in our lives. In this Very Short Introduction, Malcolm
Gaskill takes a long historical perspective, from the ancient world to contemporary paganism. This is a book
about the strangeness of the past, and about contrasts and change; but it's also about affinity and continuity.
He reveals that witchcraft is multi-faceted, that it has always meant different things to different people, and
that in every age it has raised questions about the distinction between fantasy and reality, faith and proof.
Delving into court records, telling anecdotes, and challenging myths, Gaskill re-examines received wisdom,
especially concerning the European witch-hunts of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. He also explores
the modern memory and reinvention of witchcraft--as history, religion, fiction, and metaphor.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction. You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book
Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Donald Hidalgo:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Shannon Bland:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction or
maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish
to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Witchcraft:
A Very Short Introduction to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.

Patricia Little:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Witchcraft: A Very Short
Introduction. You can more appealing than now.
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