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Rabbinic tales of drought, disaster, and charismatic holy men illuminate critical questions about power,
ethics, and ecology in Jewish late antiquity. Through a sustained reading of the Babylonian Talmud's tractate
on fasts in response to drought, this book shows how Bavli Ta?anit challenges Deuteronomy's claim that
virtue can assure abundance and that misfortune is an unambiguous sign of divine rebuke. Employing a new
method for analyzing lengthy talmudic narratives, Julia Watts Belser traces complex strands of aggadic
dialectic to show how Bavli Ta?anit's redactors articulate a strikingly self-critical theological and ethical
discourse. Bavli Ta?anit castigates rabbis for misuse of power, exposing the limits of their perception and
critiquing prevailing obsessions with social status. But it also celebrates the possibilities of performative
perception - the power of an adroit interpreter to transform events in the world and interpret crisis in a way
that draws forth blessing.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Rayes:

The book Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic Responses to Drought and Disaster
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave the great thing like a book Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic
Responses to Drought and Disaster? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic Responses to Drought and Disaster has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

David Briggs:

This Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic Responses to Drought and Disaster
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late
Antiquity: Rabbinic Responses to Drought and Disaster without we comprehend teach the one who studying
it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish
Late Antiquity: Rabbinic Responses to Drought and Disaster can bring whenever you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic Responses to Drought and Disaster
having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Agnes Figueroa:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Power, Ethics, and Ecology in
Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic Responses to Drought and Disaster is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Thelma Brady:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Power, Ethics, and Ecology in Jewish Late Antiquity: Rabbinic
Responses to Drought and Disaster was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge



about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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