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An examination of the settlement history of the alluvial bottomlands of the lower Mississippi Valley from
1880 to 1930, this study details how cotton-growers transformed the swamplands of northwestern
Mississippi, northeastern Louisiana, northeastern Arkansas, and southern Missouri into cotton fields.
Although these alluvial bottomlands contained the richest cotton soils in the American South, cotton-growers
in the Southern bottomlands faced a host of environmental problems, including dense forests, seasonal
floods, water-logged soils, poor transportation, malarial fevers and insect pests. This interdisciplinary
approach uses primary and secondary sources from the fields of history, geography, sociology, agronomy,
and ecology to fill an important gap in our knowledge of American environmental history.

Requiring laborers to clear and cultivate their lands, cotton-growers recruited black and white workers from
the upland areas of the Southern states. Growers also supported the levee districts which built imposing
embankments to hold the floodwaters in check. Canals and drainage ditches were constructed to drain the
lands, and local railways and graveled railways soon ended the area's isolation. Finally, quinine and patent
medicines would offer some relief from the malarial fevers that afflicted bottomland residents, and
commercial poisons would combat the local pests that attacked the cotton plants, including the boll weevils
which arrived in the early twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn White:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Final
Frontiers, 1880-1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands (Contributions in American History)? Maybe it is
to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Kenneth Poor:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Final Frontiers, 1880-1930:
Settling the Southern Bottomlands (Contributions in American History) book written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still uncertainty The Final Frontiers, 1880-1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands
(Contributions in American History) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is
one guide that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Maria Green:

Beside this particular The Final Frontiers, 1880-1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands (Contributions in
American History) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information.
The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Final Frontiers,
1880-1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands (Contributions in American History) because this book offers
to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and also
read it from currently!

Frances Fortier:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have
that. What you have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some
books. On the list of books in the top record in your reading list is actually The Final Frontiers, 1880-1930:
Settling the Southern Bottomlands (Contributions in American History). This book that is certainly qualified



as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.
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