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The East-West struggle for supremacy from 1945 to 1989 shaped the lives of hundreds of millions and
brought the world to the brink of disaster on several occasions. More than two decades later, the debate over
its causes and dynamics is far from over. Drawing on the latest archival evidence and scholarly research,
prize-winning historian John Lamberton Harper provides a concise, briskly-written assessment of the Cold
War. Why did it start, and eventually envelope nearly every corner of the planet? Why did it stay "cold," at
least in its original, European theatre? Why did it end, and who should take the credit? Harper illuminates the
deep-seated behavioral patterns within both the Soviet Union and the United States: the search for security
through expansion and military might, the belief in a "messianic" mission to uplift humanity, but also a
readiness to live and let live based on membership in a common state system and a shared interest in
survival. He stresses ways in which internal competitions for political power tilted both the U.S. and Soviet
systems towards bellicosity and obsessive preparation for a hot war that no one seriously intended to begin.
The Cold War is a story of delusions of omnipotence and rash behavior, punctuated by moments of
redeeming statesmanship and self-restraint. Harper concludes that, rather than triumphalism, a clear look
back at the Cold War's close calls with catastrophe and enormous cost in lives and treasure ought to evoke a
sense of regret and humility, as well as relief.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Pineda:

Exactly why? Because this The Cold War (Oxford Histories) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Myron Mendez:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Cold War (Oxford Histories),
you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Andrea Behnke:

This The Cold War (Oxford Histories) is great guide for you because the content that is full of information
for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
info accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Cold War (Oxford Histories) in
your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that
offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Kimberly Morris:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled
update of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the The Cold War (Oxford Histories) when you necessary it?
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