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Could something as simple and seemingly natural as falling into step have marked us for evolutionary
success? In Keeping Together in Time one of the most widely read and respected historians in America
pursues the possibility that coordinated rhythmic movement--and the shared feelings it evokes--has been a
powerful force in holding human groups together.As he has done for historical phenomena as diverse as
warfare, plague, and the pursuit of power, William H. McNeill brings a dazzling breadth and depth of
knowledge to his study of dance and drill in human history. From the records of distant and ancient peoples
to the latest findings of the life sciences, he discovers evidence that rhythmic movement has played a
profound role in creating and sustaining human communities. The behavior of chimpanzees, festival village
dances, the close-order drill of early modern Europe, the ecstatic dance-trances of shamans and dervishes,
the goose-stepping Nazi formations, the morning exercises of factory workers in Japan--all these and many
more figure in the bold picture McNeill draws. A sense of community is the key, and shared movement,
whether dance or military drill, is its mainspring. McNeill focuses on the visceral and emotional sensations
such movement arouses, particularly the euphoric fellow-feeling he calls "muscular bonding." These
sensations, he suggests, endow groups with a capacity for cooperation, which in turn improves their chance
of survival.

A tour de force of imagination and scholarship, Keeping Together in Time reveals the muscular, rhythmic
dimension of human solidarity. Its lessons will serve us well as we contemplate the future of the human
community and of our various local communities.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Gullett:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Keeping
Together in Time: Dance and Drill in Human History suitable to you? The book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Keeping Together in Time: Dance and Drill in Human Historyis a
single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of
this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Marlene Turner:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
Keeping Together in Time: Dance and Drill in Human History.

Michael Canton:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you read
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Keeping Together in Time: Dance and Drill in Human History will give you new experience in looking
at a book.

Virginia Benson:

Beside this Keeping Together in Time: Dance and Drill in Human History in your phone, it can give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Keeping Together in Time: Dance and Drill in Human History because this book offers to
you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it
from currently!
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