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What is the role of survivor testimony in Holocaust remembrance? Today such recollections are considered
among the most compelling and important historical sources we have, but this has not always been true. In
The Era of the Witness, a concise, rigorously argued, and provocative work of cultural and intellectual
history, Annette Wieviorka seeks to answer this surpassingly complex question. She analyzes the conditions
under which survivor testimonies have been produced, how they have been received over time, and how the
testimonies shaped the construction of history and collective memory.

Wieviorka discerns three successive phases in the evolution of the roles and images of the Holocaust witness.
The first phase is marked by the testimony left by those who did not survive the Holocaust but managed
nevertheless to record their experiences. The second, most important, phase is centered on the Eichmann
trial, which for Wieviorka is the moment (1961–1962) when a broad cultural deafness to survivors’ stories
was replaced by the image of the witness as "bearer of history." The author follows the changing nature of
the witness into a third phase, which she calls "the era of the witness."

Especially concerned with the pedagogical and political uses to which survivor testimony has been put,
Wieviorka examines factors that determine when and how survivor testimonies are incorporated into the
larger narrative of the Holocaust, according it a privileged place in our understanding. By exploring the ways
in which the Holocaust is remembered, The Era of the Witness also deepens our understanding of how
testimony can help to define not only twentieth-century history but also more recent episodes of mass killing
that are only now "becoming history."
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From reader reviews:

William Painter:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Era of the Witness:. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book The Era of the Witness:. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Christen Arnold:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Era of the Witness: to
read.

Desmond Goforth:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Era of the Witness:, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Phyllis Smith:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Era of the Witness: can be good book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.
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