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What is intellectual history? Those who practice intellectual history have described themselves as
eavesdroppers upon the conversations of the past, explorers of alien ideological worlds, and translators
between historic societies and our own, while their critics have often derided them as narrow-mindedly
studying the ideas of dead white men. Some consider the discipline to be among the most important in the
humanities and social sciences because it facilitates a better understanding of contemporary ideological
programmes and facilitates their rational evaluation.

In this engaging and refreshing introduction to the field, Richard Whatmore begins by examining the
historical development of intellectual history, before dissecting its various methodological debates. He
presents various alternative ways in which we should think about intellectual history, as well as presenting
his own very clear definition of the field. Drawing on a wide range of historical examples, Whatmore shows
how ideas - philosophical, political, religious, scientific, artistic - originated in their historical context and
how they were both shaped by, and helped to shape, the societies in which they originated. He ends by
casting a critical eye over the current state of intellectual history, and a brief discussion of how it might
develop in the future.

What is Intellectual History? will become an essential textbook for scholars and students of intellectual
history, philosophy, politics, and the humanities.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Belcher:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this What is Intellectual History (What is History series).

Thomas Welty:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this What is Intellectual History (What is
History series) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Cynthia Miller:

The actual book What is Intellectual History (What is History series) has a lot of information on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The
author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after reading this article book.

Brett Nash:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and What is Intellectual History (What is
History series) or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes What is Intellectual History (What is History series) to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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